
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



MICROSCOPY. — NOTES. 191 

upper Silurian in Gaspe, Canada. In Europe no land plant has 
yet been found below the Lower Devonian. 

MICROSCOPY. 

Embedding Tissues for Section. — Dr. Williani Rutherford, of 
King's College, London, prefers to embed tissue, which is to be 
cut without freezing, in a mixture of paraffins (5 parts) and hog's 
lard (1 part) melted together ; this mixture melting at a lower 
temperature than the wax and oil mixture, and being less liable to 
become loose by shrinkage in cooling. Tissues that require freez- 
ing are to be embedded and frozen in a solution of gum arabic 
(5 oz.) in water (10 oz.) and spirits of camphor (2 dr.), which, 
when solidified by cold, slices ' ' as easily as a piece of cheese." 
Dr. Rutherford's microtome consists essentially of a cylinder with 
a piston moved by a screw, the upper portion only of the cylinder, 
where the object is, being surrounded by a box to contain the 
freezing mixture, of powdered ice and salt ; the freezing box is 
surrounded by flannel, and the water continually forming in it is 
drained off by a tube through the bottom of the box. 

Dissecting Embryos. — W. K. Parker, Esq., late president of 
the Royal Microscopical Society, dissects early embryos under 
water, pinning them upon a cake composed of lamp-black and 
paraffine. 

NOTES. 

The Memorial to Agassiz bids fair to be of such a char- 
acter as will be gratifying to his family and most appropriate in 
showing an appreciation of his work. At a public meeting held 
in Boston on Feb. 13, a large number of gentlemen were present 
and it was decided that the fittest expression of gratitude for 
Agassiz' labors for science in this country, would be to insure the 
maintenance of the Museum which he worked so long and so faith- 
fully to establish for the benefit of the country. It was agreed 
that at least $300,000 should be raised by subscription as a me- 
morial fund for the purpose of endowing the Museum of Compar- 
ative Zoology in Cambridge. A large number of gentlemen, 
residing in various parts of the country, were named as a nucleus 
of a general committee for the purpose, as it was believed that the 
many friends to science all over the land, appreciating the worth 
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of Agassiz, would be glad to aid in placing his Museum on a per- 
manent basis. The feeling has been so general and of such spon- 
taneous growth, that a memorial of this kind would be the only 
appropriate one for the present. We have not the least doubt but 
that the sum proposed will be at once obtained and we have heard 
that about $70,000 were subscribed the day of the meeting. Let 
all who respected the great naturalist, and who feel that science 
and education have been advanced by his efforts in their behalf, 
give each according to his means, and let us hope that from the 
many offerings of grateful hearts the memorial fund will soon be 
far larger than the sum named. Well knowing the immense ex- 
pense of maintaining such a Museum, we trust that the Agassiz 
Memorial fund will not be allowed to stop at the comparatively 
small amount proposed. 

In the reorganization of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
made necessary by the decease of Professor Agassiz, the Trustees 
have wisely secured the separation of the cnratorship from that of 
the Lawrence Professorship of Zoology and Geology, and abol- 
ished the office of Director. As now organized the two executive 
officers of the museum are Mr. Alexander Agassiz, Curator, 
and M. L. F. de Pourtales, Keeper. Mr. Agassiz has also been 
elected by the Legislature to succeed his father as a trustee of 
the museum. 
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